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WELCOME 

Thank you for joining us for worship today, especially if this is your first time with us. 
We promise not to make you stand up and introduce yourself or to embarrass you in any 
other way. You are welcome here and we are honoured you would join us. Christianity is 
a religion best explored together in community, and we hope Christ Church Toronto is a 
safe place for you to ask questions and wrestle through doubts.  

We are a church that strives to show the relevance of Jesus Christ's life, death and 
resurrection for all of life today. If you are totally new to church and have all kinds of 
questions, you will not be alone. None of us has it all sorted out!  

We realize that Christian worship may be unfamiliar to you. We follow an ancient order, 
sometimes called a liturgy. We do this because our worship service is not simply a 
lecture or a concert, but a time in which we encounter God by faith. Because of that, we 
follow the pattern God gave his people in the Christian Scriptures thousands of years 
ago. God speaks and we respond. 

God Calls Us - God takes the initiative, moves towards us with grace, and invites us 
to worship him. 

God Cleanses Us - God reminds us that we are forgiven because of Jesus, and 
loved as his children. 

God Converses with Us - God builds us up and nourishes us through the 
Scriptures. 

God Communes with Us - God draws us forward, as children to the father’s table, 
to eat a family meal with him. 

God Commissions Us - God sends us out into his world empowered to be his 
ambassadors. 

Participating in this alternating pattern of God’s words and our responses each week not 
only provides help for today, but shapes our faith over time to highlight the tenacity and 
graciousness of God’s committed love towards us. 

We are glad you are with us. If you have any questions or want more information about 
our church, please stop by the Welcome Centre after the service.  

In Christ,  

Rev. Kyle Hackmann  
Pastor 



CHRIST CHURCH TORONTO 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28TH 2018 

LORD'S DAY WORSHIP 

‘What fruit had I’, wretched boy, in these things which I now blush to recall, 
above all in that theft in which I loved nothing but the theft itself? The theft 
itself was a nothing, and for that reason I was the more miserable. Yet had I 
been alone I would not have done it - I remember my state of mind to be thus 
at the time - alone I would never had done it. Therefore my love in that act was 
to be associated with the gang in whose company I did it.  

Does it follow that I loved something other than the theft? No, nothing else in 
reality because association with the gang is also a nothing. What is it in 
reality? Who can teach me that, but he who ‘illuminates my heart’ and 
disperses the shadows in it? What else has stirred my mind to ask and discuss 
and consider this question? If I had liked the pears which I stole and actually 
desired to enjoy them, I could by myself have committed that wicked act, had 
it been enough to attain the pleasure which I sought. I would not have needed 
to inflame the itch of my cupidity thorough the excitement generated by 
sharing the guilt with others. But my pleasure was not in the pears; it was in 
the crime itself, done in association with a sinful group.” 

  - Saint Augustine, Confessions (II. viii. 16) 
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GOD CALLS US INTO HIS PRESENCE 

WELCOME 

*GATHERING SONG - MY LIGHTHOUSE 
(Rend Collective © 2013 Thankyou Music used CCLI 7002032) 

 In my wrestling and in my doubts 
 In my failures You won't walk out 
 Your great love will lead me through 
 You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
 You are the peace in my troubled sea 

 In the silence You won't let go 
 In the questions Your truth will hold 
 Your great love will lead me through 
 You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
 You are the peace in my troubled sea 

 [Chorus] 
 My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
 Shining in the darkness 
 I will follow You oh 
 My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
 I will trust the promise 
 You will carry me safe to shore 
 Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

[Bridge] 
Fire before us 
You're the brightest 
You will lead us 
Through the storm 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP - ADAPTED FROM PSALM 19 and 47 

Leader:  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 
of his hands.  

All:  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their 
voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their 
words to the ends of the world.  

Leader:  How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the 
earth!  

All:  Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm 
of praise. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Leader:  [At the conclusion of the prayer of adoration] … We now pray as 

Jesus taught us to pray: 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
 Hallowed be your Name. 
 Your Kingdom come.  
 Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 As we forgive our debtors.  
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 But deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
 Now and for ever.  
 Amen. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE - INDESCRIBABLE 
(Jesse Reeves & Laura Story © 2004 Laura Stories. sixsteps Music. CCLI Song # 4403076) 

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 
Creation's revealing Your majesty 
From the colours of Fall to the fragrance of Spring 
Ev'ry creature unique in the song that it sings 
All exclaiming 

  [Chorus] 
  Indescribable uncontainable 
  You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name 
  You are amazing God 
  All powerful untameable 
  Awestruck we fall to our knees 
  As we humbly proclaim 
  You are amazing God 

Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 
None can fathom 

  [Chorus] 
  Indescribable uncontainable 
  You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name 
  You are amazing God 
  Incomparable unchangeable 
  You see the depths of my heart 
  And You love me the same 
  You are amazing God 
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*SONG OF PRAISE - RISING SUN 
(Leslie Jordan, David Leonard, Kyle Lee and Paul Mabury. © 2012 Integrity’s Alleluia! Music CCLI # 6364759) 

 Praise Him all you sinners 
 Sing oh sing you weary 
 Oh praise Him all you children of God 

 We lift high His glory 
 Shown throughout our stories 
 We praise Him as the children of God 

 [Chorus] 
  Our great Redeemer glorious Saviour 
  Your Name is higher than the rising sun 
  Light of the morning You shine forever 
  Your Name is higher than the rising sun  
  Your Name is higher than the rising sun 

GOD CLEANSES US OF OUR SINS 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Leader: Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your 
ways like lost sheep. We confess to you the evil of our hearts; we 
acknowledge that we are too inclined toward anger, jealousy, 
revenge, and to ambition, selfishness and pride. We have too 
much loved worldly goods and comforts. These things give rise to 
the discord, distance and bitterness experienced by us. 

All:  O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Leader:  We confess to you that we have entered your presence with 

countless prayers, but our hearts have been closed to grace. We 
have lifted our hands in praise, but our feet are quick to turn away 
from you. Our ears have been have been open, but our hearts have 
not listened. 

All:  O Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for 
joyful obedience. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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 Praise His Name forever 
 Speak it loud and clear now 
 Oh praise Him all you children of God 

[Bridge] 
Hallelujah name above all 
Simply to speak Your Name is praise 
Hallelujah now and always 
Forever we lift Your Name in praise 



PRIVATE AND SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON - ADAPTED FROM 1 PETER 2:9-10 

Leader:  Hear the good news!   
 You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 When we acknowledge our sins, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
All:  Thanks be to God.  

*SONG OF ASSURANCE - IN CHRIST ALONE 
(Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music CCLI #3350395) 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
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There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.



PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH, THE CITY & THE WORLD - MICHAEL OTCHIE 

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN (CHILDREN COME TO THE FRONT) 

Leader:  People of God, what is our prayer for these children?  
Adults: May the peace of the Lord be with you. 
Children: And also with you! 
Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, you took the little children into your arms and 

blessed them: We ask that you bless the children of this church. 
Take them into the arms of your mercy, keep them from all evil, 
and help us to show them your unfailing love, that they may never 
know a day apart from you; and live to the glory of your holy 
name.  

 Children, may the Word of the Lord grow in your hearts. 
Children:  Thanks be to God! 
Adults:  Go in peace. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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GOD CONVERSES WITH US 
SCRIPTURE READING - ROMANS 7:1-6 
  
1Or do you not know, brothers — for I am speaking to those who know the law—that 
the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2For a married woman is 
bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released 
from the law of marriage. 3Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives 
with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from 
that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so 
that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order 
that we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful 
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 
6But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so 
that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code. 

SERMON - FREED FROM A DESTRUCTIVE MARRIAGE  
Romans: A Manifesto of God's Mission 
Rev. Kyle Hackmann 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Leader:  Christian, what do you believe? 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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GOD COMMUNES WITH US 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Minister:      Is the Father with us? 
All:         He is. 
Minister:      Is Christ among us? 
All:         He is. 
Minister:      Is the Spirit here? 
All:         He is. 
Minister:      This is our God. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All:         And we are his people. 
Minister:      Lift up your hearts. 
All:         We lift them to the Lord. 
Minister:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

[Prayer of Thanksgiving] 

Minister:   Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
All:  Christ has died! Christ has risen! Christ will come again! 
Minister:  Christ is the host of this feast! 
All:  And we are his guests! 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 Christ Church Toronto welcomes all baptized Christians who are members of 

a local Christian church, to receive the Lord’s Supper with us. You will come 
forward down the centre aisle, cup your hands, receive the bread and take a 
cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free bread is available, so please come to 
the table to receive it. If you cannot receive wine, non-alcoholic white grape 
juice is available in the outer rings of the trays. If you are not partaking of the 
elements, you can either remain in your seat and use the prayers below for 
reflection, or come forward and request prayer. 

PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 
 Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might 

be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for 
doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me 
to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is 
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF 
 Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I even want 

to admit, but through you I am more loved and forgiven than I ever dared 
request. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved 
in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Saviour and 
Lord. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG - COME AS YOU ARE 
(Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher © 2014 9t One Songs. CCLI #7017790) 

Come out of sadness from wherever you've been 
Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

 [Chorus] 
 Lay down your burdens lay down your shame 
 All who are broken lift up your face 
 O wanderer come home 
 You're not too far 
 So lay down your hurt lay down your heart 
 Come as you are 

There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary 
Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 

Come as you are 
Fall in His arms 
Come as you are 

There's joy for the morning O sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING 

* If you wish to give financially to Christ Church Toronto, offering envelopes are 
available at the Welcome Table. Please make cheques out to “Christ Church 
Toronto”. You can also give online by visiting our website and clicking on the 
“give” tab, or by texting “help” to 84321. 

*DOXOLOGY 

*BENEDICTION - 2 CORINTHIANS 13:14 

Minister:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

I. LOOKING BACK 

 ATTENDANCE 
 Watching attendance numbers is like watching your weight. If you ignore 

watching your weight, you could miss major health issues. However, if you 
obsess over the number that comes up on the scale, you can ignore bigger 
lifestyle issues you need to engage.  

 We have not kept perfect attendance 
but here is a summary of the first year:  

• 1 Year Adult Average: 66 
• 1 Year Kids Average: 39 
• Summer Average Adults: 67 
• Summer Average Kids: 38 
• Fall ’18 Average Adults: 73 
• Fall ’18 Average Kids: 42 
    

 Overall, I am encouraged by these numbers. While growth is not everything 
in a church, I am praying we will see a greater rise in the trend-line next year. 

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

This first year of our church has been a fun adventure, watching our 
children’s ministry take shape. Our vision for Christ Church Kids is to partner 
with families and other congregants to create an inviting, safe and fun space 
for children to grow into fully committed followers of Jesus Christ. 

COORDINATOR TEAM 
One mark of maturity in our children's ministry has been the 
development of a coordinator team. Our coordinator team consists of 
Danielle Pashke, Leah Wills, Kristen Thibault, Julia Smith, Kim 
Hackmann and Jean Swagerman. We give great thanks to God for 
each of these leaders along with the army of volunteers that serve the 
ministry each week! 

CURRICULUM 
Our preschool classroom is currently using a curriculum called Play, 
while our elementary room uses Wonder. Both curricula are published 
by Faith Alive. 
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KID’S CAMP 
In July of 2018 we had 38 children participate in a week long summer 
camp. This camp would not have been possible without the generous 
support of Christ Church congregants and the US Team from Alabama. 
Camp was a great way for us to connect more with our neighbours, and 
some really neat conversations about the church and who Jesus is were 
sparked as a result. 

 SMALL GROUPS 
 This year we were able to start 7 Groups if you include the Moms’ Group and 

Women's Night Out. The Sunday afternoon group  
  

MEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Justin Tremblay has agreed to take over Men’s Night Out in November, 
and I look forward to seeing men connecting with one another in the days 
to come.  

ONLINE BOOK STUDY 
I’ve been surprised by how difficult it is to meet together, in this stage of 
life. Out of frustration I set up the Meaning of Marriage book study with 
Google Classrooms. I was pleasantly surprised by the group and hope to 
use this format to do another book study in the future.  

 FINANCES 
 In September Yale and Partners LLP conducted a financial audit of Christ 

Church Toronto for our 2017-2018 fiscal year. The audited numbers are available 
for anyone who is interested, please email finance@christchurchtoronto.ca.  

 Here is a break down of the financial numbers for Oct. 1, 2017 – Sept. 30, 2018: 
• Income: $540,690.87 
• Expenses: $257,181.14 

• Average Income over last 9 months (better gauge of income): 38k/Month  
• Average Expenses/Month: 21k/month 

  
 Cash Position ≈ 12 months of expenses at current spending 
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141,686.24 $68,178.23 $4,526.73 $2,026.39 $1,494.78 $39,268.77

Kyle Hackmann




II. ISSUES ON THE HORIZON 

 WORSHIP SPACE 
 One issue that is facing us in the near future is, “Where will we gather for 

worship?” St. Brigid’s Catholic Church has made clear that they will need to 
rent the space every Sunday, starting August 11, 2019. While this issue is not 
urgent, it is the type of issue that can greatly affect the future of our church.  

 As our church grows, storing supplies continues to be an issue. Right now, 
our church has supplies in 5 different homes! Also, having our “offices” in our 
houses is proving more and more difficult. While I’ve enjoyed spending time 
at local coffee shops for meetings, coffee shops have not proved to be the 
most ideal location for pastoral meetings. It’s time to find a good space 
solution for our church.  

 The search for new spaces is exciting, but it has been a difficult project. Here 
is part of the reason why:  

  
• MOVING TO ANOTHER SCHOOL 

• St. Patrick’s RC School is not available. 
• TDSB Schools (Monarch Park, Bowmore, etc.) will cost around 

$90,000 a year to rent and none of these schools will offer 
storage. 

• None of these options secure mid-week locations for office 
space and gathering space. 

• DANFORTH STORE FRONT 
• 2105 Danforth Ave. (Picture to the right) would 

be an interesting opportunity. Renovations 
would be necessary for our kid’s ministry, but 
having a sign on the Danforth would be helpful 
for spreading the word about our church. The 
rental costs would be $100,000 with additional 
costs related to renovations.    

• GERRARD STORE FRONT 
• 1416 Gerrard Street is available for rent. The 

owner wants $300,000 a year for rent! 
Renovations would be necessary for this space 
as well.  
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• COSBURN UNITED CHURCH FOR SALE 
• Cosburn United Church (Cosburn and Greenwood) has recently 

been put up for sale. After talks with Cosburn United, it became 
clear that this space needs significant maintenance, and the 
church does not want to sell the space for less than $3.5m. They 
have no commitment to see the building preserved as a church. 

 PRAYER WALKING YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD  

• WHY?  
• Our desire is to be a church that is engaging the east end of the 

city with the historic Christian faith. We believe God has placed 
us here for a purpose.  

• Jesus once told his disciples, “Lift up your eyes, and see that the 
fields are white for harvest.” (John 4:35). Elsewhere he said, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;  therefore  pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
harvest (Matt. 9:37-38).  

• Prayer walking challenges you to see your neighbourhood 
through God’s eyes. Prayer walking forces you to ask yourself, 
“What would it look like if Christ’s kingdom came in this 
neighbourhood as it is in heaven?”  

• We want to find a space that will facilitate this goal. One tangible 
way everyone could help our church think wisely about a future 
location would be by prayer walking through this neighbourhood 
throughout your week. 

• HOW?  
• While learning to prayer walk on your own is an important 

discipline, try to pray in groups.  
• Pray with your eyes open. 
• Pray short prayers out loud. 
• Stop at 5-6 key intersections and ask, “What do we see here and 

how can we pray for this area?” 
• Include your kids! Ask your kids if they think there is anything you 

should pray for while you are out on your walk. Ask them 
questions like, “Do you think Jesus wants anything to change in 
our neighbourhood?” “What would he like about living here?” 



• WHAT?  
• Prayer for eyes to see and a heart to follow what God’s Spirit is 

already doing in the neighbourhood.  
• Make requests that God would intervene in the neighbourhood 

where Satan, sin and darkness appear to be prevailing.  
• Pray for critical needs in the area. 
• Pray for cultural influences and gathering spaces in your area. 
• Confess your fears and lack of courage as it relates to being an 

agent of God’s kingdom.  
• Pray for open doors for ministry, opportunity and protection 

from evil.  
• Pray that our church could find a ministry centre in a strategic 

place in this neighbourhood.  

• EXAMPLES 
• If walking past a school, consider praying for the educational 

system in Toronto; the teachers, principals, trustees, etc. Pray 
that the school would encourage the love of all things good, 
true and beautiful. Pray for Christians who are working to be a 
blessing to the system. 

• If walking past a local church, pray that the Good News of Jesus 
would revive and grow that church.  

• As you walk past a playground, pray for the kids in the 
neighbourhood. Pray that strong neighbour relationships would 
flourish at the park. Pray that these families would know the 
love of Christ.  

• As you walk past a hospital, pray for all the employees of the 
hospital, that they would be encouraged and strengthened in 
their work. Thank God for the hospital and pray for those who 
are currently suffering or in pain in the hospital.  

• Consider praying for social housing projects, politician offices, 
police stations, and fire stations.  

19



20

III. LOOKING FORWARD 
  
 WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO DO?  
 The task of the church is nicely summarized by Paul in Colossians 1. Paul’s goal, 

was for all people to hear the gospel and respond in faith and in so doing be 
delivered from the domain of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of his 
beloved Jesus (1:13). Paul’s goal must motivate our church as well! How will we 
join Paul in seeing people transferred from the dominion of darkness into the 
kingdom of Jesus?  

 I want to suggest our church needs to continually grow in three areas related 
to this goal. We must always:   

  
 But what happens after someone hears the gospel and believes? What is the 

church’s goal for those who have faith in Christ Jesus? Paul writes of his 
ministry goal for those who believe as well.  

 “We proclaim Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with 
all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” (Col. 1:28-29) 

 Paul’s goal is that believers might be grounded in the gospel, growing and 
maturing in Christ as they head towards the day when they join with the 
redeemed people worshiping the risen Christ!  

LISTEN to the questions and needs our neighbours

ENGAGE the questions, concerns and needs of our neighbours

PROCLAIM the good news that Jesus is the ruling, gracious King



The redeemed people 
gathered around the 

risen Christ

Domain of Darkness Kingdom of the Son

We could visualize Paul’s goals for believers this way. He wants all believers to be 

  

We could visualize Paul’s goals for ministry like this:  
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GROUNDED in the Gospel

GROWING in Christ 

GOING with the Gospel to serve all of God’s creation

  
 The goal of church plant has been to apply Paul’s universal pastoral goals to 

our unique setting. Our goal must be to see everyone moving further to the 
right (don’t think politically!) in the above image. I hope each year we can say 
we saw our church listening, engaging and moving towards proclaiming the 
gospel to our non-Christian neighbours while also staying grounded, growing 
into Christ and going with the gospel.  

  
 In the first year of church planting, the goal is to establish a Sunday gathering 

in which exploring and growing in Christ can take place within a community. 
We are off to a good start. But as we enter the second year, I look forward to 
seeing everyone become more grounded, as they grow and go.  

Rescued and Transformed
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  WHAT WILL THIS LOOK LIKE?  
  While I cannot help but be optimistic about how God’s Spirit will work in our 

church to mature all of us organically in this next year, here are some tangible 
events that I believe will mature our church.  

   MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
Our first membership class will be held on Sunday afternoons in 
January (6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th). I believe this class will help ground our 
congregation more and more in the gospel. I also believe this class will 
be foundational for may people in their growth in Christ. This class will 
also unify our church so that we can go together with the gospel into 
the east end with the news of the gospel. 

   ELDER & DEACON NOMINATIONS 
Throughout February we will be open up nominations for our first 
group of elders and deacons. After the nomination process, there will 
be a period of discernment, training and examinations. This will be a 
critical step in the maturity of our church!  

 STAFFING UPDATES:  
 Though I do not see any major staff additions during this next season of 

ministry, I am excited about some developments.  

   REV. JAMES WOOD 
Some of you may have heard the Rev. James Wood preached on 
Sunday, October 14. He has recently started his PhD work at Wycliffe 
College. He and his wife Clare along with their three children have 
recently joined our church. James was ordained in Austin, Texas in our 
denomination. He has worked in church plants in Austin, TX as well! In 
the weeks to come you will begin to see James ministering publicly in 
our church. 

   POTENTIAL INTERNS  
I have always had a desire to encourage more women and men to 
consider full time Christian ministry. As of now, there are three people 
who are interested in working as an intern in our church. Some of the 
internships would be summer internships, others would be church 
planting internships. Please be in prayer and prayerfully consider giving 
of housing or finances to an initiative like this.   



WELCOME 

Visitors to Christ Church Toronto 
We are glad you’ve joined us today. If you want to get to know us better or get to 
know more about Christianity, please stop by the Welcome Centre after the service. 
There you can ask questions, get to know our church, and receive a welcome gift. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Christ Communities 
Sign ups for our Christ Communities (Small Groups) are open and 
have begun. If you have additional questions, please contact 
groups@christchurchtoronto.ca. Sign up by visiting: tinyurl.com/
CCTGroups or by using your phone camera to scan this QR Code: 

Fall Congregational Meeting 
Please make plans to join us immediately after service for our 
congregational meeting. The meeting will take place immediately following the 
service and the children can remain in the children’s ministry program.  

Christ Church Toronto Membership Class 
Please make plans to join us for our first membership class which will be held on 
four consecutive Sundays in January (6th, 13th, 20th, 27th) from 4-6pm at the Kaza 
Centre (1386 Danforth Ave.). Please RSVP to info@ChristChurchToronto.ca. The 
deadline to RSVP for childcare is NOVEMBER 30th.  

WWW.CHRISTCHURCHTORONTO.CA 
info@christchurchtoronto.ca 


